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GANGTOK, April 4: Amock
drill exercise on flood induced
disaster was organised by
District Disaster Managemem
Authority (DDMA) in
collaboration with NHPC
Limited and Sikkim State
Disaster Management
Authority (SSDMA) at
Rangitnagar Hingdam today.

The programme was
attended by Jorethang SDM
cum Rabongla in-charge Bimal
Chandra Rai, Rabongla SDPO
K.M. Chettri, medical first aid
expert Kunzang Namgyal,
DDMA training officer
Abishek Kharel, Hingdam
SHO Thinlay Ral, Rabongla
RO Karma alongside line
department officials and
stakeholder from NHPC, an
IPR release informs.

The mock drill exercise
was held with an objective of
planmng, co-ordination and
momtormg disaster prevention,
mitigation, prcparcdneas and
management in case of dam
waler flood devastation that
triggers disasters of various
kinds. The exercise ok place
across various points inand
around NHPC dam site,
downstream of dam f‘ollowed
by NHPC hospital.

The entire operation was
conducted under the
guidelines of Incident
Response Mechanism (IRS)
which organizes a coordinated
response mechanism at all
lcvels of admlnlstratlon
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reducing avoidable loss of life
and suffering of the people
during disasters.

Incident commander
Purushottam Chaudhary and

RO Karma had the
responsibilities of managmg
every incident operations of
the incident site. Similarly,

- medical experts, fire and

emergency support personnel
and safety managers also
played a crucial role in

pursuing their roles and

coordmatmg with one another
in during real time disasters.
The Quick Response
Team (QR 1) rendered
assistance in order to evacuate
and rescue the injured from
sensitive and vulnerable zones
in order to help reduce chaos
and confusion during actual
incident management. Real
disaster like situations of
drowning and  water
engulfment were also
established for which action
plan and mitigation methods
were carried out in real time.
Later, officials from
concerned departmenm
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of such drills at regular |
intervals to avert and
minimise casualties of any
kind. SDM B.C. Rai
underlined the significance of
the drill which he stated was
to inculcate a culture of
preparedness among the
community and  first
responders and facilitate the
stakeholders in revnewmg
adequacy and efficacy of the
disaster management plans.
Observer  Kunzang .

Namgyal presented a detailed
evaluation of the mock drill

 assessing them on various

criteria such as
communication, resources
made available for the rescue
operations, awareness of
responsibilities, nodal agency’s
ability to coordinate with
support agencies, team leader’s
ability to coordinate with their
respective a encies and the
overall coordination amongst
various stakeholders. He also
gauged the effectiveness of the
participants during the mock
exercise and provided valuable
inputs to avert chaos and risks
in the future.







