GANGTOK, October 10

(IPR): A massive State-level

mock exercise for an
earthquake scenario was
played out to perfection today

at different pre-designated
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Sikkim. The mock exercise
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was p d and executed

through an Incident Response

System protocol designed by
the National Disaster
Management Authority

(NDMA) which is followed
to tackle disasters throughout s
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The entire exercise at the
State level was headed by

chief secretary A.K.

Shrivastava who was the
Responsible Officer (RO),
along with the State Relief

Commissioner as the Incident

Commander in charge of

issuing all the orders. They
were assisted by a set of*
officers and field staffand all
stakeholders. A similar
protocol was followed at the
district level with the district
collector  being  the
Responsible Officer, aided by
the ADC or SDM as the
Incident Commander and

Disaster

“other officers of the district
- administration taking various
roles and responsibilities.

A mock scenario was
created where an earthquake

* of magnitude 8.7 on Richter

Scale struck at 11:15 am, with
its epicentre at Shillong,

Meghalaya. The mock
scenario enacted strong
tremors across Sikkim and
West Bengal that triggered
situations of landslides,
building toppling, stampede,
fire and challenges of
evacuating large number of
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people from a campus.

The State Emergency
Operation Centre or the Main
Control Room was set up at
the SSDMA office at Manan
Kendra, The staging area was
set up at Paljor Stadium from
where all the men and

resources were mobilized to
all the locations. The five
scenarios were — a landslide
at Sichey, building toppling
near Vajra Cinema Hall, Fire
outbreak at Khadi Bhawan
Deorali, stampede at Reliance
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