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Pawan Chamling Gangtok - 737103

(Honoris Causa) Sikkim
Chief Minister of Sikkim

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the Sikkim State Disaster Management
Authority has prepared a State Disaster Management Plan for Sikkim
which has been developed in a consultative manner with inputs from
UNDP and has a concise plan of action for disaster risk reduction,
emergency response, recovery and feedbacks for all the stake holders.
This plan shall enhance the preparedness level of the Department
towards disaster management. The Plan prepared in four volumes is
elaborate and shall act as a tool for all while responding to disaster
with a sense of urgency but in a planned manner minimizing human

lives, property and environmental loss.

I would like to congratulate all the Members of SSDMA, Officers
and staff of Land Revenue and Disaster Management Department and
Government of India — UNDP in preparing and bringing out this plan

in the larger interest of the citizens of Sikkim.

-

(Pawan Chamling)
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New Secretariat

Government of Sikkim
Gangtok-737101, Sikkim
Phone : 03592-202315 (Off.)

Alok K. Shrivastava, IAS 0,3_3:3 2322327233323
CHIEF SECRETARY Email: cs-skm@hub.nic.in
FOREWORD

Formulation of State Guidelines on Disaster Management is the primary
mandate of Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority (SSDMA). The Sikkim State
Disaster Management Act, 2007 mandates the State level authorities to develop a
Comprehensive Disaster Management Plan. The SSDMA adheres to the core
principle of fostering multi-stakeholder participatory approach in preparing the
Plan through strengthening of communities, elected local bodies and cultivating
local administrative response and preparedness. It is envisaged that State Disaster
Management Plan ensures local ownership, addresses the local needs, promotes
volunteerism and mutual support to prevent and mitigate risk reduction and thus
minimum damage is caused.

| appreciate the sincere efforts of various multi-stakeholders in partnership
with Sphere India for drafting the Guidelines in line with the guiding principles
through proactive participation. | would also like to put on record, the guidance of
key state officials and other subject experts in this endeavor.

| am extremely pleased with the deep involvement, support and
cooperation of various stakeholders from the community, line departments and
other important groups in the preparation of the SSDMP.

I am hopeful that the Sikkim State Disaster Management Plan would
enable the State Government and stakeholders to better prepare for Disaster,
manage the same, mitigate risk and minimize its adverse impact.

A

Gangtok ( Alok K. Shrivastava, IAS )
18" September, 2015.
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INTRODUCTION:

Disaster Management has been a new discipline in Sikkim over the last few years. With
increasing frequency and intensity of disasters and large number of people coming in
their way, the subject needs a more systematic attention and a planned approach. State
Disaster management Act, 2007 mandates the development of comprehensive disaster
management plan at the state level.

A lot of efforts have been going on for development of plans at different levels by different
agencies. The documents largely remain limited to knowledge and information manuals
rather than practical action plans for the stakeholders. There has also been a significant
change in our understanding of disaster management from National to the grassroot
levels in the last few years. Hyogo Framework for Action and later National Disaster
Management Act 2005 brought a paradigm shift in disaster management from a reactive
relief based approach to a more proactive disaster risk reduction approach.

The evolving understanding of the subject of disaster management, lessons learnt from
the existing plans and the mandate provided by State Disaster Management Act, 2007 to
DDMA's for developing comprehensive disaster management plan provides an excellent
opportunity for modelling plans and a standard process for development of district
disaster management plan for replication in different parts of the country.

Sphere India, National Coalition of Humanitarian Agencies in the country, in collaboration
With SSDMA and technical support from GOI-UNDP and its member agencies like IAGs
initiated the process to develop the state plan. The figure below illustrates the timeline
and process followed for the same.

Plan developed on : 2014-2015

Next review and updation due in  : April 2016

Database updation schedule . Every April and October months
(Every six month)

Mock drill schedule : May month of every Year.

Plan prepared and compiled by:

Prabhakar Rai

State Project Officer. UNDP
Sikkim

Saikhom Kennedy Singh
Programme Coordinator
Inter Agency Groups.

Sphere India






